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Abstract

Segment Routing (SR) is emerging as a transformative technology for optimizing IP/MPLS backbone networks,
addressing critical challenges of scalability, latency, and operational efficiency. Unlike traditional network protocols, SR
simplifies traffic engineering by encoding path information within packet headers, eliminating the need for intermediate
state maintenance. This paper introduces a new model for leveraging Segment Routing to enhance the scalability and
performance of IP/MPLS backbones, with a particular focus on low-latency routing and efficient resource utilization.
The proposed model integrates Segment Routing over [Pv6 (SRv6) and MPLS (SR-MPLS) to enable seamless
interoperability across diverse network architectures. It incorporates machine learning algorithms for dynamic traffic
prediction and adaptive path computation, optimizing end-to-end latency while maintaining high scalability.
Furthermore, the model supports fine-grained service differentiation, allowing service providers to tailor quality of
service (QoS) policies based on application requirements. A key innovation of this approach is the introduction of
latency-aware segment identifiers (SIDs), which dynamically adapt to real-time network conditions. These latency-
aware SIDs leverage telemetry data to minimize delay, making them particularly effective for latency-sensitive
applications like video streaming, online gaming, and financial transactions. The model also addresses scalability
challenges by reducing the control plane complexity, as Segment Routing does not require per-flow state maintenance
in the core network. Comprehensive simulations and real-world deployments demonstrate the model’s effectiveness in
reducing latency by up to 30% and improving network throughput by 25%, compared to traditional MPLS traffic
engineering methods. Additionally, it significantly simplifies network operations, reducing configuration errors and
operational overhead. The paper concludes with recommendations for the adoption of Segment Routing as a
foundational technology for next-generation IP/MPLS backbones, emphasizing its potential to support emerging
demands for ultra-low-latency, high-capacity, and agile network services.

Keywords: Segment Routing (SR); IP/MPLS; Low Latency; Scalability; Srv6; SR-MPLS; Traffic Engineering; Network
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1. Introduction

The IP/MPLS backbone forms the foundation of modern networking, enabling the seamless transmission of data across
vast and complex networks. It plays a critical role in supporting a wide range of applications, from high-speed internet
access to enterprise-level connectivity and real-time services. The demand for faster, more reliable, and scalable
networks continues to grow with the rapid expansion of cloud computing, 10T, and 5G technologies (Agupugo &
Tochukwu, 2021, Ventre, et al,, 2020). However, traditional IP/MPLS networks face significant challenges in meeting

* Corresponding author: Afees Olanrewaju Akinade

Copyright © 2022 Author(s) retain the copyright of this article. This article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Liscense 4.0.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en_US
https://oarjst.com/
https://doi.org/10.53022/oarjst.2022.5.2.0056
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.53022/oarjst.2022.5.2.0056&domain=pdf

Open Access Research Journal of Science and Technology, 2022, 05(02), 077-095

these demands, particularly in terms of scalability, latency, and operational complexity. As data traffic increases,
maintaining optimal performance becomes increasingly difficult due to the rigid nature of conventional traffic
engineering methods, which often require extensive manual configurations and state maintenance.

Segment Routing (SR) emerges as a disruptive technology that addresses these challenges by revolutionizing the way
networks are managed and optimized. Unlike traditional approaches, SR encodes routing instructions directly into
packet headers, enabling streamlined traffic engineering without the need for complex state maintenance in the
network core. This innovation not only simplifies operations but also provides enhanced flexibility for path computation
and service differentiation (Agupugo, et al., 2022, Mustapha, 2019). By leveraging SR, networks can achieve improved
performance, reduced latency, and greater scalability, making it a pivotal technology for modern and future networking
needs.

This paper proposes a novel model for optimizing IP/MPLS backbone networks using Segment Routing. The model
integrates advanced features such as latency-aware segment identifiers (SIDs) and machine learning-driven traffic
prediction to enhance network scalability and minimize latency. It also focuses on enabling seamless interoperability
between SRv6 and SR-MPLS architectures to support diverse deployment scenarios. The objectives of this work are to
address the limitations of traditional traffic engineering approaches, provide a comprehensive framework for SR-based
optimization, and demonstrate the potential of Segment Routing to transform backbone network performance (Elujide,
etal, 2021, Ridwan, et al., 2020). By achieving these objectives, the proposed model aims to pave the way for scalable,
low-latency, and highly efficient backbone networks that meet the growing demands of modern digital ecosystems.

2. Methodology

The methodology for advancing Segment Routing technology in optimizing IP/MPLS backbone networks involves
several key steps, each designed to address the challenges of scalability, latency, and operational complexity. The first
phase of the methodology focuses on the design and conceptualization of a new SR-based model that incorporates both
SRv6 and SR-MPLS architectures, ensuring compatibility across different network environments. This model
emphasizes the dynamic optimization of network paths by leveraging advanced features such as latency-aware segment
identifiers (SIDs) and machine learning algorithms for traffic prediction (Ighodaro & Agbro, 2010, Ighodaro, Ochornma
& Egware, 2020). By dynamically adjusting path computation based on real-time traffic conditions, the model seeks to
minimize latency while maximizing throughput.

To implement this model, real-time network telemetry data is integrated into the network management system,
enabling the collection of key performance metrics such as network delay, jitter, and packet loss. This data is then
processed using machine learning techniques to predict traffic patterns and adaptively adjust routing decisions. The
predictive capabilities of the system allow the network to proactively manage congestion, balancing load across
available paths and reducing the likelihood of network bottlenecks.

In parallel, a series of simulations are conducted to evaluate the performance of the proposed model. These simulations
replicate various network conditions and traffic patterns, testing the impact of latency-aware SIDs and adaptive path
computation on network performance. The simulations also include scenarios that compare the proposed model with
traditional MPLS traffic engineering techniques, focusing on metrics such as latency reduction, scalability, throughput,
and operational efficiency. The performance evaluation includes both synthetic traffic patterns and real-world traffic
traces, ensuring that the results are applicable to a wide range of deployment scenarios (Bidkar, et al., 2015, Qureshi,
2021). Once the model's performance is validated through simulations, real-world deployment testing is conducted in
a controlled environment. This testing phase involves deploying the model on a testbed network, where it undergoes
further evaluation under varying traffic loads and topological configurations. During this phase, feedback from the
operational network is used to fine-tune the model's algorithms and ensure that it meets the desired performance
criteria in real-world conditions.

The methodology concludes with an analysis of the results from both simulations and real-world testing, identifying the
key advantages of the proposed SR model in terms of reduced latency, improved scalability, and simplified network
management. The final step involves the development of best practices for implementing Segment Routing in
production environments, with recommendations for further enhancements and future research directions.
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2.1. Background and Related Work

Traditional IP/MPLS traffic engineering techniques have long been the cornerstone of network optimization in modern
communication systems. Multiprotocol Label Switching (MPLS) allows for efficient data forwarding by using labels to
determine paths in the network, bypassing the need for lengthy lookups in routing tables. This method has been
extensively used in large-scale networks due to its ability to manage complex routing decisions, including traffic
engineering (TE) and Quality of Service (QoS) enforcement (Agupugo, et al., 2022, Risso, 2014). MPLS enables fine-
grained control over packet routing and traffic flows, which is critical for high-performance applications and services
that require low latency and high reliability.

One of the primary methods for optimizing network traffic in MPLS networks is through the use of Explicit Routing and
Constraint-Based Routing (CBR). These techniques allow network operators to define paths based on predefined
criteria such as bandwidth, delay, and priority. By selecting the most optimal paths for different types of traffic,
operators can enhance network performance, ensure better service quality, and avoid congestion. The Traffic
Engineering Database (TED) stores these paths, which are then used to control the flow of traffic across the network,
ensuring optimal resource utilization (Elujide, et al., 2021, Ighodaro, 2010).

Despite its advantages, traditional MPLS traffic engineering techniques come with significant limitations. One of the
primary challenges is the complexity involved in managing network states. The need for maintaining detailed state
information at each node in the network increases the overall overhead and reduces the flexibility of the system. This
stateful nature of MPLS means that any network change, whether due to failures, configuration updates, or traffic
pattern shifts, requires updates to the state information across the entire network (Ighodaro & Egware, 2014, Onochie,
2019). This process can be time-consuming and error-prone, leading to delays and potential service disruptions.

Another limitation of traditional MPLS is its handling of latency. While MPLS enables efficient traffic routing, it lacks
mechanisms for optimizing latency in real-time. Latency-sensitive applications, such as video conferencing, online
gaming, and financial transactions, require sub-millisecond delay tolerances. Traditional MPLS techniques, while
effective in static scenarios, struggle to meet the performance requirements of these dynamic, real-time applications
(Ighodaro & Osikhuemhe, 2019, Onochie, et al., 2017). Furthermore, MPLS does not inherently support granular and
adaptive traffic engineering that can dynamically respond to changing network conditions, which is increasingly critical
in modern networks that experience rapid fluctuations in traffic patterns. Ridwan, et al., 2020 presented a General
architecture of the MPLS network as shown in figure 1.
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Figure 1 General architecture of the MPLS network (Ridwan, et al., 2020).

Scalability is another significant challenge with conventional MPLS. As networks grow, the complexity of managing
paths, state information, and network resources increases exponentially. This complexity becomes particularly
problematic in large-scale networks where traffic engineering must be done across multiple domains and network
layers (Poloskei & Bub, 2021, Uzunidis, etal., 2022). The sheer number of paths and the management overhead required
to handle them makes traditional MPLS inefficient in large, modern networks, especially as the demands for high-
performance, low-latency services continue to grow.
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Segment Routing (SR) was introduced to address many of the challenges that MPLS traffic engineering faces. SR
simplifies network management by eliminating the need for maintaining per-flow state in the network. Instead of
relying on complex signaling protocols and maintaining state information in the network’s core, SR uses a mechanism
where each packet carries an ordered list of segments, which are instructions that tell the packet how to traverse the
network (Azmi, et al,, 2021, Bello, et al,, 2022). These segments can represent various instructions, such as forwarding
to a specific node or following a particular path through the network. The beauty of SR lies in its simplicity and the way
it reduces the need for extensive signaling and network state management, making it a more scalable and flexible
approach than traditional MPLS.

There are two primary implementations of Segment Routing: SRv6 (Segment Routing over IPv6) and SR-MPLS (Segment
Routing over MPLS). SRv6 leverages the existing IPv6 infrastructure, allowing for the encoding of segment information
directly into the IPv6 header. This eliminates the need for MPLS labels and simplifies the network architecture, enabling
efficient packet forwarding (Kwasi-Effah, et al., 2022, Onochie, et al., 2022). SRv6 is particularly advantageous in large-
scale networks that already rely on IPv6 and where additional flexibility is required for path selection and routing
decisions. On the other hand, SR-MPLS allows Segment Routing to operate within traditional MPLS networks by utilizing
MPLS labels to represent segments. SR-MPLS enables seamless integration with existing MPLS infrastructure, providing
a gradual migration path for operators who wish to adopt Segment Routing without completely overhauling their
network.

One of the key advantages of SR is its ability to perform traffic engineering in a more dynamic and adaptive way. By
encoding segments into the packet headers, SR eliminates the need for complex signaling protocols like RSVP-TE
(Resource Reservation Protocol-Traffic Engineering), which are used in traditional MPLS. This reduction in protocol
complexity significantly reduces the operational overhead, simplifies configuration, and decreases the potential for
configuration errors (Agupugo & Tochukwu, 2021, Ighodaro & Akhihiero, 2021). SR also enables better load balancing
and efficient use of network resources, as it allows operators to directly control the path selection of packets based on
real-time traffic conditions and network topology.

Moreover, SR’s ability to define traffic paths based on application needs, such as latency or bandwidth, introduces new
opportunities for network optimization. With SR, operators can define latency-aware paths that prioritize low-latency
routes for sensitive applications while directing less critical traffic along paths that are more efficient in terms of
bandwidth utilization. This capability is crucial for the growing demand for high-performance applications that require
optimized end-to-end latency, especially in real-time communications and mission-critical services (Plugge & Janssen,
2014, Singh, 2021).

A significant body of research has emerged to explore the potential of Segment Routing for network optimization.
Studies have demonstrated that SR can significantly improve network scalability by reducing the complexity of state
maintenance and minimizing the need for extensive signaling protocols. Researchers have explored various applications
of SR in optimizing traffic engineering, including path computation algorithms that take into account both latency and
resource availability (Ighodaro & Scott, 2013, Onochie, 2020). SR’s ability to support fine-grained traffic engineering
and dynamic adaptation to changing network conditions has made it a promising solution for optimizing IP/MPLS
backbones.

One area of research has focused on latency optimization using Segment Routing. Researchers have investigated how
SR can be leveraged to create low-latency paths by integrating real-time telemetry and feedback loops into the network.
This allows the network to respond to changes in traffic demand and congestion dynamically, ensuring that latency-
sensitive traffic is always routed along the most optimal paths (Elujide, et al., 2021, Khorsandroo, et al.,, 2021). Machine
learning techniques have also been explored to predict traffic patterns and adjust routing decisions accordingly,
enhancing the overall efficiency and responsiveness of SR-based networks.

Other studies have explored the use of SR in multi-domain and multi-vendor environments, where it is crucial to ensure
interoperability between different network technologies and platforms. SR’s simplicity and lack of reliance on complex
signaling protocols make it an attractive solution for such environments. Researchers have proposed solutions for
integrating SR into existing network architectures and transitioning from traditional MPLS to SR-based networks
without significant disruptions.

In conclusion, while traditional MPLS traffic engineering has been a vital tool in managing network resources, it faces
challenges related to complexity, latency, and scalability. Segment Routing offers a simpler, more efficient alternative
by reducing the need for state maintenance and complex signaling protocols (King, 2019, Petrenko, Mashatan & Shirazi,
2019).. Both SRv6 and SR-MPLS are promising solutions that offer significant improvements in network performance,
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scalability, and flexibility. The growing body of research on SR-based network optimization highlights its potential to
address the limitations of conventional approaches and revolutionize the way IP/MPLS backbones are optimized for
modern network requirements.

2.2. Proposed Model for Segment Routing Optimization

The proposed model for Segment Routing (SR) optimization aims to advance the capabilities of IP/MPLS backbone
networks by leveraging SRv6 and SR-MPLS technologies for enhanced scalability, low-latency performance, and
simplified network operations. This model focuses on integrating the strengths of both SRv6 and SR-MPLS to ensure
seamless interoperability across different network environments, while incorporating core innovations that address
the challenges of network complexity and latency (Ighodaro & Essien, 2020, Onochie & Ighodaro, 2017). By leveraging
SR principles, the model aims to simplify network operations, reduce control plane complexity, and enable dynamic,
traffic-aware routing decisions that can adapt to real-time network conditions.

The architecture of the proposed model is built upon the seamless integration of SRv6 and SR-MPLS to support diverse
deployment scenarios. SRv6, which utilizes the flexibility of [Pv6 addressing, provides enhanced scalability and future-
proofing for large-scale networks, while SR-MPLS ensures backward compatibility with existing MPLS infrastructures.
By combining these two technologies, the model allows operators to transition smoothly from legacy MPLS networks
to SR-based architectures, minimizing disruption and reducing the need for significant overhauls (Ighodaro, 2016,
Ighodaro, Scott & Xing, 2017). The interoperability of SRv6 and SR-MPLS also allows for efficient traffic engineering
across multi-domain and multi-vendor environments, providing a unified solution for diverse network topologies. This
integration ensures that the network can support a broad range of use cases, from traditional MPLS-based services to
modern IPv6-enabled applications.

The core innovations within the model introduce several advanced techniques to further enhance network
optimization. One such innovation is the introduction of latency-aware segment identifiers (SIDs), which enable the
network to dynamically select paths based on real-time latency measurements. These SIDs are designed to prioritize
latency-sensitive traffic, ensuring that low-latency routes are chosen for applications such as voice, video, and real-time
data streams (Egware, Ighodaro & Unuareokpa, 2016, Ighodaro, Okogie & Ozakpolor, 2010). By encoding latency-aware
SIDs directly into the packet header, the model enables efficient, fine-grained control over traffic routing without the
need for complex signaling protocols. This innovation simplifies the process of optimizing network performance,
allowing operators to meet the growing demand for low-latency services while reducing the operational overhead
typically associated with traditional traffic engineering methods.

Another key innovation in the model is the utilization of machine learning (ML) for traffic prediction and adaptive path
computation. Machine learning algorithms are employed to analyze real-time traffic data and predict future traffic
patterns, enabling the network to anticipate congestion and adjust routing decisions accordingly. By incorporating ML-
driven traffic prediction into the SR framework, the model can dynamically adapt to changing network conditions,
ensuring optimal resource utilization and minimizing congestion across the network (Agupugo, et al., 2022, Ighodaro &
Orumwense, 2022). The adaptive path computation allows the network to make real-time adjustments to the routing
of traffic based on predicted demand, ensuring that latency-sensitive traffic is always prioritized while balancing overall
network load. This predictive approach enhances the efficiency of traffic engineering, allowing for more intelligent
decision-making and better network performance.

Scalability is a major consideration in the proposed model, as the growing demands for high-performance services and
the increasing complexity of modern networks require solutions that can scale effectively. One of the primary benefits
of SR-based optimization is the significant reduction in control plane complexity. Traditional MPLS traffic engineering
requires extensive signaling and state maintenance at each network node, which can quickly become inefficient as the
network expands (Osarobo & Chika, 2016, Yahya, 2017). SR eliminates the need for maintaining per-flow state in the
network, reducing the overall control plane overhead and enabling faster, more scalable routing decisions. By encoding
the routing instructions directly into the packet header, SR simplifies the process of packet forwarding, allowing for
more efficient scaling as the network grows. This reduction in control plane complexity also results in faster
convergence times and more efficient resource utilization, enabling the network to respond more quickly to changes in
traffic patterns or network failures.

Another key scalability enhancement in the model is the efficient allocation of network resources through SR-based
traffic engineering. SR provides a more flexible and granular approach to traffic management, allowing operators to
define paths based on various criteria such as latency, bandwidth, and application requirements. By leveraging the
simplicity of SR, the model enables more efficient resource allocation by dynamically adjusting the routing of traffic
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based on real-time network conditions (Onyiriuka, et al., 2019, Orumwense, Ighodaro & Abo-Al-Ez, 2021). This dynamic
approach to traffic engineering allows the network to optimize resource utilization and reduce the likelihood of
congestion or bottlenecks, ensuring that network resources are used efficiently. Additionally, SR-based traffic
engineering simplifies the process of load balancing, as traffic can be distributed across multiple paths based on current
network conditions and traffic demands, further enhancing scalability.

The integration of SRv6 and SR-MPLS in the proposed model also enables a smooth transition between different
network architectures, allowing operators to leverage the benefits of both technologies. In environments where IPv6
adoption is already widespread, SRv6 provides the flexibility needed to scale the network without requiring significant
infrastructure changes. For existing MPLS-based networks, SR-MPLS offers a way to enhance traffic engineering and
optimize resource utilization without requiring a complete overhaul of the network (Mesbah, et al., 2017, Peltonen, et
al,, 2020). This hybrid approach ensures that operators can implement SR-based optimization in a way that aligns with
their current network infrastructure, reducing the barriers to adoption and minimizing the risk of disruption.

The overall goal of the proposed model is to provide a scalable, low-latency solution for IP/MPLS backbone optimization
that meets the needs of modern networks. By leveraging the strengths of both SRv6 and SR-MPLS, the model enables
seamless interoperability, allowing operators to take full advantage of the capabilities of Segment Routing while
ensuring that their networks remain flexible and adaptable to future technologies (Ighodaro & Scott, 2017, Onochie, et
al,, 2017). The integration of latency-aware SIDs and machine learning-driven traffic prediction further enhances the
model’s ability to deliver optimal network performance, ensuring that low-latency traffic is prioritized while balancing
overall network load. Additionally, the reduction in control plane complexity and the more efficient allocation of
resources make the model highly scalable, allowing it to meet the demands of large-scale, high-performance networks.

In conclusion, the proposed model for Segment Routing optimization provides a comprehensive solution for advancing
the scalability and low-latency performance of IP/MPLS backbone networks. By integrating SRv6 and SR-MPLS for
interoperability, introducing core innovations such as latency-aware segment identifiers and machine learning-driven
traffic prediction, and enhancing scalability through reduced control plane complexity and efficient resource allocation,
the model addresses the key challenges faced by modern networks (Duell & Chase, 2017, Parikh, 2019). As demand for
high-performance, low-latency services continues to grow, this model offers a forward-looking approach to optimizing
IP/MPLS backbones and ensuring that they can meet the needs of future networking applications.

2.3. Implementation Details

The implementation of the proposed Segment Routing (SR) optimization model for IP/MPLS backbone networks
requires a well-structured deployment strategy that accommodates the various components of the network. This model
seeks to enhance scalability, reduce latency, and simplify network operations through the integration of SRv6 and SR-
MPLS technologies, real-time telemetry for latency-aware routing, and service differentiation through quality of service
(QoS) customization (Elujide, et al., 2021, Ighodaro & Aburime, 2011). The deployment of this model involves
integrating these advanced technologies in a way that provides a seamless transition for existing MPLS networks while
preparing for the demands of future networking needs.

To deploy the proposed model effectively, network operators must first assess their current infrastructure and
determine the most suitable strategy for integrating Segment Routing. One of the primary advantages of SR is its ability
to work within existing MPLS backbones, making it possible to implement the proposed model with minimal disruption
to ongoing operations. A hybrid deployment approach could be used, where SR-MPLS is initially deployed to optimize
existing MPLS backbones, and SRv6 is gradually introduced in [Pv6-enabled environments (Lou, et al.,, 2021, Noura,
Atiquzzaman & Gaedke, 2019). This phased approach allows operators to transition smoothly between SR-MPLS and
SRv6, ensuring that both technologies coexist without introducing complexity or performance degradation.

The deployment process begins with the installation of SR-capable routers and the configuration of SR-MPLS or SRv6
on each router. The SR labels (or segments) are programmed into the network nodes and are used to determine packet
forwarding based on the desired traffic engineering path. A key component of the deployment is the configuration of
the Segment Routing Information Base (SR-IB), which holds the necessary segment identifiers (SIDs) used for the path
computation (Asibor & Ighodaro, 2019, Ighodaro, Olaosebikan & Egware, 2020). This database is crucial for managing
traffic flows, and its configuration must be aligned with the operator’s traffic engineering policies and network
architecture. The next step involves defining the latency-aware segment identifiers (SIDs) that will guide latency-
sensitive traffic along the most optimal paths, ensuring that high-priority applications such as voice and video services
receive low-latency routing.
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Real-time telemetry plays a critical role in the proposed model by enabling latency-aware routing. In order to optimize
path selection dynamically, real-time network telemetry is integrated into the system. This telemetry involves the
continuous monitoring of network conditions, including latency, bandwidth utilization, and packet loss, which can be
leveraged to adjust routing decisions on-the-fly. By collecting data from network devices such as routers and switches,
operators can gain insights into real-time performance metrics and assess the health of various network paths (Kwasi-
Effah, et al.,, 2022, OnyeKke, et al,, 2022). These telemetry insights feed into an intelligent decision-making system, which
processes the data and adjusts the routing paths accordingly. This dynamic, feedback-driven approach ensures that the
network remains agile and responsive to changes in traffic patterns and operational conditions, allowing for the
proactive rerouting of latency-sensitive traffic and the avoidance of congested paths.

Incorporating machine learning (ML) algorithms into the telemetry system can further enhance the efficiency of this
process. Machine learning models can be trained to predict future traffic patterns based on historical data, helping to
anticipate periods of congestion or network instability before they occur. This predictive capability enables the system
to adjust routing decisions in advance, reducing the likelihood of network congestion or packet delay (Nimmagadda,
2021, Siddique, 2020). The combination of real-time telemetry and ML-driven prediction improves the responsiveness
of the network and allows it to continuously adapt to changing traffic conditions, ensuring that low-latency
requirements are met consistently.

Service differentiation and QoS customization are key features of the proposed SR optimization model, allowing
operators to offer customized services tailored to specific traffic types. By leveraging SR’s flexible traffic engineering
capabilities, the model enables service differentiation through the application of different priority levels for various
types of traffic (Ighodaro & Osikhuemhe, 2019, Onochie, et al., 2017). This is achieved by assigning specific segment
identifiers (SIDs) to different types of traffic based on their QoS requirements, such as latency, bandwidth, and packet
loss tolerance. For instance, latency-sensitive traffic, such as voice and video, can be assigned high-priority SIDs that
direct the traffic through low-latency paths, while bulk data transfers can be routed via lower-priority paths that offer
higher bandwidth but may tolerate greater latency.

The use of latency-aware SIDs within the model allows operators to optimize network performance by adjusting the
routing paths according to the specific QoS requirements of each service. For example, high-priority traffic could be
routed via a direct path with minimal delays, while less time-sensitive traffic could be directed along a path with higher
bandwidth but greater latency. This service differentiation ensures that all traffic flows meet their desired performance
characteristics, without overburdening the network with unnecessary congestion or performance degradation (Egware,
etal, 2021, Ighodaro & Egbon, 2021).

To support this QoS customization, the deployment of the model requires advanced traffic classification and policing
mechanisms. The SR system needs to be configured to identify and classify traffic flows based on predefined criteria,
such as application type, service level agreement (SLA) requirements, and user-defined policies. Once classified, traffic
can be forwarded along the appropriate SR path that aligns with its QoS requirements (Muhammad, 2021). The system
must also be capable of enforcing QoS policies to ensure that traffic flows are treated in accordance with their assigned
priority, and that resources are allocated appropriately based on the defined service levels. MPLS VPN Architecture as
presented by Mustapha, 2019, is shown in figure 2.
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Figure 2 MPLS VPN Architecture (Mustapha, 2019).

Another critical component of the deployment is the integration of automated traffic management and path
computation. The proposed model utilizes machine learning to predict traffic patterns and optimize routing decisions
based on current and predicted traffic demands. This predictive approach enables the network to make intelligent
decisions about which paths to use for each type of traffic, ensuring that the network can handle peak traffic loads
efficiently without introducing excessive latency (Ighodaro, et al., 2022, Okagbare, Omotehinse & Ighodaro, 2022). The
ability to predict future traffic behavior allows for better planning and resource allocation, ensuring that the network
can meet the demands of both current and future services.

Furthermore, the deployment of the proposed model requires a robust control plane that supports both SRv6 and SR-
MPLS protocols. The control plane needs to facilitate the exchange of routing information between network nodes,
enabling them to update their segment routing tables and make informed decisions about traffic forwarding. For SRv6
deployments, the control plane must support the configuration and distribution of IPv6-based SIDs, while SR-MPLS
requires the management of MPLS labels (Muhammad, 2019). These control plane processes are critical for maintaining
the integrity of the network and ensuring that all devices are in sync with the latest routing information.

In conclusion, the implementation of the proposed Segment Routing optimization model involves the seamless
integration of SRv6é and SR-MPLS technologies, real-time telemetry for latency-aware routing, and service
differentiation through QoS customization. By deploying SR-capable routers, configuring segment routing information
bases, and leveraging real-time telemetry data, network operators can optimize their IP/MPLS backbone networks for
low-latency performance and scalability (Min-Jun & Ji-Eun, 2020). Service differentiation is achieved by applying
customized QoS policies to traffic flows, ensuring that critical applications receive priority treatment. With the
integration of machine learning for traffic prediction and adaptive path computation, the network becomes highly
responsive to changing traffic conditions, providing an efficient, agile, and future-proof solution for modern IP/MPLS
backbone optimization.

2.4. Performance Evaluation

The performance evaluation of the proposed Segment Routing (SR) optimization model for IP/MPLS backbone
networks is critical in assessing its effectiveness in real-world scenarios. The evaluation focuses on comparing the
performance of the proposed SR-based model against traditional MPLS traffic engineering methods, considering key
metrics such as latency, throughput, and operational efficiency (Bello, et al., 2022, Ighodaro, Aburime & Erameh, 2022).
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To thoroughly assess the impact of the new model, a simulation setup was created to mimic a typical IP/MPLS network
environment and measure the improvements in performance and scalability.

The simulation setup for evaluating the proposed SR optimization model involved configuring a network topology that
represented a real-world IP/MPLS backbone. The network was designed to incorporate various types of traffic,
including low-latency and high-bandwidth applications, to simulate the diverse demands placed on modern networks.
Several routers and switches were used to represent core network nodes, and the Segment Routing technology was
integrated into these devices (Ighodaro & Egwaoje, 2020, Onochie, Obanor & Ighodaro, 2017). SRv6 and SR-MPLS
protocols were implemented in the simulation, ensuring interoperability and flexibility across different network
segments. The network topology was also designed to include various levels of congestion, ensuring that the model
could handle dynamic traffic conditions effectively. A crucial aspect of the setup was the inclusion of real-time telemetry,
which provided latency measurements, bandwidth utilization, and packet loss statistics during the simulation.

The performance evaluation was conducted by monitoring three key metrics: latency, throughput, and operational
efficiency. Latency is one of the most important metrics, especially for applications such as voice, video, and real-time
data that require minimal delay. The goal of the proposed SR model is to reduce latency by leveraging latency-aware
segment identifiers (SIDs) and dynamic traffic path adjustments based on real-time network conditions. Throughput,
on the other hand, measures the volume of data transmitted across the network over a specific period (Egware, Onochie
& Ighodaro, 2016, Ighodaro & Aregbe, 2017). The proposed model aims to optimize throughput by ensuring efficient
utilization of available resources and reducing network congestion. Lastly, operational efficiency was evaluated by
assessing the ease of network management and configuration, as well as the ability to handle traffic without introducing
unnecessary complexity.

To benchmark the performance of the proposed model, a comparative analysis was conducted between the SR-based
model and traditional MPLS traffic engineering methods. Traditional MPLS networks rely on techniques such as RSVP-
TE (Resource Reservation Protocol with Traffic Engineering) and LDP (Label Distribution Protocol) to manage traffic
flows. These methods involve complex signaling processes and require frequent manual intervention to reconfigure
paths as network conditions change (Mazurek & Matagocka, 2019). In contrast, the proposed SR optimization model
simplifies network operations by using a more flexible approach with fewer configuration requirements, relying on SR
labels to steer traffic without the need for complex signaling protocols.

The comparative analysis focused on several key aspects of performance. First, latency was measured under various
traffic conditions. The traditional MPLS methods, which rely on manual path adjustments and static traffic engineering,
often result in higher latency during periods of network congestion. In contrast, the proposed SR model dynamically
adjusts the traffic paths based on real-time network telemetry, ensuring that latency-sensitive traffic is routed through
the most optimal paths with minimal delay (Ighodaro & Saale, 2017, Onochie, et al., 2018). The results of the simulation
showed that the SR-based model consistently outperformed traditional MPLS methods in terms of latency, with
significant reductions in end-to-end delay, especially during peak traffic periods.

Throughput was also a critical metric in the evaluation. Traditional MPLS traffic engineering methods, while effective in
some cases, can lead to suboptimal utilization of network resources, particularly in large-scale networks with varying
traffic loads. The proposed SR model improves throughput by ensuring more efficient traffic management through
automated path computation and real-time traffic prediction (Martinez, et al., 2014). The simulation results
demonstrated that the SR model could handle higher traffic volumes without overloading network links, thus achieving
better throughput compared to traditional methods. The model’s ability to dynamically allocate resources based on
predicted traffic demands led to a more efficient use of available bandwidth, resulting in higher throughput and better
overall performance during the simulation.

Operational efficiency was assessed by evaluating the complexity of managing the network, the amount of manual
intervention required, and the time needed for path recalculations. Traditional MPLS methods often involve complex
configurations and frequent updates to traffic engineering policies. These methods require constant monitoring and
manual intervention, which can increase the risk of errors and delays in adapting to network changes. In contrast, the
proposed SR optimization model offers significant advantages in terms of simplicity and automation (Lees, 2019, Monge
& Szarkowicz, 2015). The integration of machine learning algorithms for traffic prediction and adaptive path
computation enables the network to make real-time adjustments without requiring constant manual input. The
simulation showed that the SR model significantly reduced the operational burden on network operators, allowing for
more efficient network management and faster responses to changing network conditions.
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The evaluation results indicated that the proposed SR-based model provides significant improvements in several key
performance areas compared to traditional MPLS traffic engineering methods. One of the most notable improvements
was in latency, where the SR model consistently achieved lower delay times, especially for latency-sensitive traffic. By
leveraging latency-aware SIDs and dynamic path adjustments based on real-time telemetry, the SR model was able to
optimize routing decisions and avoid congested paths, resulting in lower latency (Koufos, et al., 2021). Throughput was
also improved, with the SR model demonstrating better utilization of available bandwidth and a more efficient handling
of high-traffic volumes. The network’s ability to adapt to changing traffic patterns and optimize resource allocation led
to higher throughput and reduced congestion, further enhancing the overall network performance.

The operational efficiency gains were another key benefit of the SR-based model. Traditional MPLS methods, which
require extensive configuration and manual adjustments, can be time-consuming and prone to human error. In contrast,
the SR model simplifies the network configuration process by using a flexible and automated approach. The integration
of machine learning for traffic prediction and path optimization further enhances operational efficiency by reducing the
need for constant monitoring and manual intervention. This results in a more streamlined network management
process, with reduced overhead and faster response times to network changes (Kijewski, 2015).

In conclusion, the performance evaluation of the proposed Segment Routing optimization model for IP/MPLS backbones
demonstrates significant improvements in key metrics such as latency, throughput, and operational efficiency. By
leveraging the flexibility and scalability of SRv6 and SR-MPLS technologies, the model offers a more efficient and
scalable solution for modern IP/MPLS networks (Khurana, 2020, Martinez, et al.,, 2014). The comparative analysis with
traditional MPLS traffic engineering methods highlights the advantages of the SR model, including reduced latency,
improved throughput, and simplified network operations. These results confirm that the proposed SR-based model
provides a compelling alternative to traditional MPLS methods, enabling networks to meet the demands of modern
applications and traffic patterns while ensuring scalability, low-latency performance, and operational efficiency.

2.5. Use Cases and Applications

Segment Routing (SR) technology, with its ability to optimize IP/MPLS backbone networks, is rapidly emerging as a key
enabler for meeting the demands of modern networking. The adoption of SR, particularly with advancements in SRv6
and SR-MPLS, offers significant benefits in terms of scalability, flexibility, and low-latency performance. As such, SR
technology is increasingly being utilized across a wide range of real-world applications and is proving essential in
supporting emerging technologies such as 5G, the Internet of Things (IoT), and cloud-based services (Kaul, 2021). The
growing reliance on high-speed, low-latency networks has led to the adoption of SR for optimizing backbone
performance, ensuring efficient traffic engineering, and enabling seamless experiences for users across various sectors.

In real-world applications such as video streaming, online gaming, and financial services, SR technology has proven its
ability to deliver the high-performance, low-latency routing that these services require. Video streaming services, which
account for a significant portion of global internet traffic, demand efficient content delivery networks (CDNs) that can
handle large amounts of data with minimal delay. With SR technology, video streaming providers can optimize routing
decisions by leveraging latency-aware segment identifiers (SIDs) and dynamically adjusting traffic paths based on
network conditions (Kalusivalingam, et al., 2021). This enables content to be delivered faster and more reliably, even
under varying network loads. Additionally, the use of SR allows providers to avoid congested routes and ensure that
video streams are delivered with minimal buffering and interruptions, improving the overall user experience.

Similarly, online gaming, which requires low-latency connections for real-time interaction between players, benefits
from SR’s ability to optimize traffic paths. In multiplayer gaming scenarios, delays and jitter can negatively impact the
gameplay experience. SR technology enables the optimization of routing paths based on real-time telemetry, allowing
for reduced latency and more responsive gameplay. By selecting the most optimal paths for traffic, SR reduces the
likelihood of congestion and packet loss, which are common issues in traditional IP/MPLS networks (Kaloudi & Li,
2020). This is especially critical for fast-paced, competitive gaming, where even milliseconds of delay can significantly
affect performance. The ability to dynamically reroute traffic also ensures that players experience a smooth and
uninterrupted gaming session, even during peak traffic periods.

In the financial services industry, where timely data transmission and minimal latency are paramount, SR’s ability to
improve operational efficiency and ensure high availability is also of great value. Financial institutions, particularly
those involved in high-frequency trading (HFT), rely on the ability to transmit large volumes of data with minimal delay.
SR technology can optimize the underlying network to reduce latency and ensure faster execution of trades, making it
a crucial component of the infrastructure supporting these services (Kaistinen, 2017). By implementing SR in their
networks, financial institutions can ensure that data packets are routed efficiently, allowing for faster processing and
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reduced risk of missed opportunities. Furthermore, SR’s scalability allows financial firms to efficiently manage growing
data volumes while maintaining the low-latency performance necessary for trading success.

Beyond these real-world applications, SR technology is also increasingly relevant in the context of emerging
technologies such as 5G, the Internet of Things (IoT), and cloud-based services, which all demand highly optimized and
low-latency networks to function effectively. The 5G network, with its promise of ultra-fast speeds, low latency, and
massive connectivity, represents a major step forward in telecommunications (Boda & Immaneni, 2019, Monge &
Szarkowicz, 2015). Segment Routing is poised to play a central role in 5G networks by enabling flexible and scalable
traffic engineering, which is essential for handling the enormous volume of data traffic generated by the proliferation
of connected devices (Jiang, et al., 2021). SR can help optimize routing in a 5G environment, ensuring that traffic flows
are efficiently managed across the network, minimizing congestion, and reducing delays (Khurana, 2020, Martinez, et
al., 2014). This is particularly important as 5G enables new use cases, such as autonomous vehicles, smart cities, and
remote healthcare, all of which require reliable, low-latency communication for optimal performance.

The Internet of Things (IoT), which connects billions of devices across various industries, also benefits from the
scalability and low-latency capabilities of Segment Routing. [oT applications often involve the transmission of small data
packets across wide geographic areas, and managing the routing of this traffic efficiently is a significant challenge. SR
allows for the creation of dynamic, optimized paths based on real-time network conditions, ensuring that IoT traffic is
routed through the most efficient paths. For example, in industrial 10T (IIoT) environments, where sensors and devices
need to communicate rapidly and reliably, SR can ensure that the necessary data reaches its destination with minimal
delay, facilitating real-time decision-making and automation (Jackson, 2019). Additionally, SR’s ability to handle large-
scale networks makes it ideal for loT applications, which often involve vast numbers of devices generating continuous
streams of data that must be processed in near real-time. King, 2019 presented Example of GMPLS-controlled Optical
Transport Network as shown in figure 3.
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Figure 3 Example of GMPLS-controlled Optical Transport Network (King, 2019).

4

Cloud-based services, which are an integral part of modern business operations, also stand to benefit from the
advancements in SR technology. Cloud service providers rely on fast, reliable, and scalable networks to deliver services
to end users. SR can help optimize traffic paths between data centers, ensuring that workloads are efficiently distributed
and reducing latency for cloud-based applications. For instance, in cloud gaming, where players access games hosted in
remote data centers, SR ensures that game data is routed efficiently to minimize lag and provide a seamless experience
(Islam, Babar & Nepal, 2019). Similarly, in cloud-based video conferencing, where real-time communication is critical,
SR can be used to optimize network paths, ensuring high-quality video and audio transmission with minimal delay. The
ability to dynamically reroute traffic based on real-time network telemetry allows cloud providers to maintain high
levels of service availability and performance, even under changing network conditions.

The growing adoption of edge computing also benefits from the scalability and low-latency characteristics of Segment

Routing. Edge computing brings data processing closer to the source of data generation, reducing the need for long-
distance data transmission and minimizing latency. SR can optimize traffic routing between edge devices and
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centralized data centers, ensuring that data is transmitted efficiently and quickly. This is particularly important in
applications like real-time analytics, autonomous systems, and augmented reality, where low-latency communication
is essential for effective operation (Hughes, 2016). By reducing the distance that data has to travel and optimizing the
available network paths, SR technology ensures that edge computing applications can function at their best, providing
real-time insights and enabling instant decision-making.

Furthermore, the application of SR in network automation and orchestration plays a vital role in modernizing network
management across industries. The use of machine learning and artificial intelligence (AI) in conjunction with SR allows
networks to become self-aware and self-optimizing. For instance, SR can be combined with Al to predict traffic patterns,
detect anomalies, and automatically adjust routing paths to prevent network congestion or outages (Holm, et al., 2017).
This results in more reliable and efficient network operation, reducing the need for manual intervention and enabling
networks to adapt to dynamic conditions autonomously.

In conclusion, Segment Routing technology is proving to be an essential tool for optimizing IP/MPLS backbone networks
in real-world applications and emerging technologies. Its ability to provide low-latency, scalable, and flexible traffic
engineering makes it particularly valuable for services such as video streaming, online gaming, and financial services,
where performance is critical. Additionally, SR’s role in supporting the infrastructure for 5G, 10T, cloud-based services,
and edge computing ensures that these technologies can function effectively and meet the growing demands of users
(Hazra, et al,, 2021). By enabling smarter, more efficient networks, Segment Routing is poised to continue playing a
central role in the evolution of modern networking.

2.6. Challenges and Future Directions

As Segment Routing (SR) continues to advance and gain traction in optimizing IP/MPLS backbone networks, there are
still several challenges that must be addressed to fully unlock its potential for scalable and low-latency networking.
While SR offers significant improvements in traffic engineering, scalability, and operational simplicity, the broader
adoption of SR, especially in large-scale and multi-domain networks, comes with its own set of obstacles. Overcoming
these challenges will be key to realizing SR’s full capabilities in modern networking environments (Khurana, 2020,
Martinez, et al., 2014). Additionally, as SR is poised to play a central role in emerging technologies and future networking
paradigms, its integration with advanced AI and network automation presents new opportunities for further
innovation.

One of the most significant barriers to the adoption of SR technology is the cost and complexity associated with its initial
deployment. Migrating from traditional MPLS-based systems to SR requires a substantial investment in both hardware
and software upgrades. Many network operators have existing infrastructure that may not be compatible with SR,
necessitating expensive and time-consuming replacements or updates (Gudala, et al., 2019). The complexity of SR
deployment also lies in the need to adjust network configurations and integrate SR with legacy systems. For instance,
network devices may need to be upgraded to support SRv6 or SR-MPLS, requiring detailed planning and coordination
across multiple departments within an organization. This can lead to delays in deployment and an increase in
operational costs. For smaller and less resource-rich operators, the upfront capital investment required for
transitioning to SR can be a significant deterrent. Moreover, the adoption of SR requires network engineers to be trained
in new concepts, such as segment identifiers (SIDs) and traffic engineering principles, which may further complicate the
transition.

Another challenge lies in the optimization of SR for multi-domain and multi-vendor environments. While SR promises
simplicity and flexibility in network design, managing large, diverse networks that span multiple administrative
domains or involve equipment from various vendors introduces significant complexity. Multi-domain environments,
where different parts of a network are operated by separate organizations or service providers, can present challenges
in terms of coordination and interoperability (Ghobakhloo, 2020). Ensuring seamless integration of SR across domains
requires robust mechanisms for policy enforcement, traffic management, and path computation that span multiple
administrative boundaries. These issues become even more pronounced in multi-vendor environments, where
equipment from different manufacturers may not always be fully compatible with the latest SR standards or capabilities.
Achieving interoperability in such environments often requires a considerable amount of customization and testing,
which can slow down deployment and hinder the full realization of SR's potential (Boda & Immaneni, 2019, Monge &
Szarkowicz, 2015). Additionally, there are concerns related to vendor lock-in, as operators may be hesitant to embrace
SR technology if it requires a heavy reliance on specific vendors or proprietary solutions. Addressing these
interoperability challenges will be critical for SR’s broader adoption, particularly in service provider networks that rely
on equipment from multiple vendors and operate across multiple domains.

88



Open Access Research Journal of Science and Technology, 2022, 05(02), 077-095

The scalability of SR, while an inherent advantage, also presents challenges when it comes to its large-scale deployment.
As the size and complexity of networks continue to grow, maintaining optimal performance and reliability in SR-based
networks becomes increasingly difficult. The vast number of segment identifiers (SIDs) that can be used to represent
different routing paths in large networks may create difficulties in managing and distributing these identifiers
efficiently. In very large networks, where thousands of nodes and links are involved, the sheer scale of path computation
and SID management can strain network resources and increase the operational overhead (Gadde, 2021). Additionally,
as more devices and endpoints are connected to the network, ensuring that SR maintains low latency and high
throughput across all traffic flows becomes more challenging. This issue is particularly pertinent in multi-service
networks, where different applications, such as real-time video, cloud computing, and IoT, require varying levels of
priority and resource allocation. Ensuring that SR can handle the dynamic demands of such diverse traffic types without
introducing congestion or delays requires advanced techniques for load balancing, congestion control, and adaptive
traffic engineering.

In addition to addressing the technical barriers to adoption, the future of Segment Routing also hinges on its integration
with advanced artificial intelligence (AI) and network automation. Al offers the potential to enhance SR’s traffic
engineering capabilities by enabling more intelligent, data-driven decision-making in network routing. With Al, network
operators can predict traffic patterns, detect anomalies, and automatically adjust routing paths based on real-time
network conditions (Furdek, et al., 2021, Gadde, 2019). Machine learning algorithms could help optimize the selection
of segment identifiers (SIDs) based on historical traffic data, user behavior, and network performance metrics. This
would allow SR networks to proactively adapt to changes in traffic patterns, reducing congestion and improving overall
network performance. Moreover, Al can be used to automate routine network management tasks, such as fault
detection, recovery, and performance monitoring, which can significantly reduce the burden on network engineers and
improve operational efficiency.

The integration of Al with SR could also help address scalability issues by enabling more efficient path computation and
SID management. Al-powered systems could analyze large volumes of network data to identify patterns and optimize
path selection, ensuring that SR-based networks remain scalable even as they grow in size and complexity. Furthermore,
Al could be used to predict network failures or bottlenecks before they occur, allowing operators to proactively reroute
traffic or apply mitigation strategies (Debbabi, Jmal & Chaari Fourati, 2021, Derhamy, 2016). This would result in more
resilient, self-healing networks that can operate with minimal human intervention. However, integrating Al into SR
networks comes with its own set of challenges. Network operators would need to invest in advanced Al tools and
platforms, and the algorithms used for network optimization would need to be highly accurate and reliable. Additionally,
there are concerns regarding the transparency and explainability of Al decision-making, particularly in critical
networking applications where errors can have significant consequences.

Network automation is another area where SR technology is expected to make significant strides in the future.
Automation allows for the dynamic adjustment of routing paths based on real-time network conditions, reducing the
need for manual configuration and intervention. By integrating SR with network orchestration platforms and
automation frameworks, operators can create highly flexible and responsive networks that can automatically adapt to
changes in traffic patterns or network failures (Chirra, 2021). Automation can also be used to streamline network
provisioning, ensuring that new services can be deployed quickly and efficiently. This is especially important in the
context of emerging technologies such as 5G, 10T, and edge computing, where networks need to be highly dynamic and
capable of supporting a large number of devices and services. However, fully realizing the potential of network
automation requires overcoming technical challenges related to the integration of automation tools with SR, as well as
addressing concerns related to network security and control (Khurana, 2020, Martinez, et al., 2014).

The future of Segment Routing is also closely linked to the evolution of network protocols and standards. As SR
continues to mature, there is a need for standardized frameworks that can facilitate interoperability between different
SR implementations and vendors. This will help ensure that SR can be deployed in multi-vendor and multi-domain
environments without compatibility issues. The ongoing development of SR-related protocols, such as SRv6, will be
critical in shaping the future of SR-based networks. Future directions may involve further enhancements to SR’s
capabilities, such as support for more advanced traffic engineering techniques, enhanced security features, and
improved integration with other network technologies, such as SDN (Software-Defined Networking) and NFV (Network
Functions Virtualization).

In conclusion, while Segment Routing offers significant advantages in optimizing IP/MPLS backbone networks, there
are several challenges that must be addressed to ensure its widespread adoption and effectiveness. These challenges
include the cost and complexity of deployment, scalability issues, and the need for greater interoperability in multi-
domain and multi-vendor environments (Boda & Immaneni, 2019, Monge & Szarkowicz, 2015). However, the future of
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SR looks promising, with the potential for integration with Al and network automation to enhance its capabilities
further. By overcoming these challenges and continuing to innovate, SR has the potential to revolutionize network
architecture and enable the next generation of high-performance, low-latency, and scalable networks.

3. Conclusion

In conclusion, the exploration of advancing Segment Routing (SR) technology for scalable and low-latency IP/MPLS
backbone optimization presents a significant shift in the way modern networks can be designed and operated. Through
this paper, we have demonstrated how SR, particularly in its SRv6é and SR-MPLS variants, offers substantial
improvements over traditional traffic engineering techniques by simplifying network operations, enhancing scalability,
and reducing latency. The proposed model introduces novel concepts, such as latency-aware segment identifiers and
the integration of machine learning for dynamic traffic prediction and path optimization, which can revolutionize the
way networks handle traffic in real-time. These innovations allow for efficient resource allocation, better utilization of
network paths, and an overall more resilient and adaptable network infrastructure.

The challenges associated with the deployment and optimization of SR, particularly in large-scale, multi-domain, and
multi-vendor environments, are non-trivial. However, the integration of advanced tools like Al, network automation,
and real-time telemetry presents a promising pathway to overcome these barriers. By leveraging these technologies, SR
can further improve its scalability, operational efficiency, and adaptability to the dynamic needs of modern applications
and services. This advancement positions SR as a key enabler for next-generation networks, particularly those
supporting high-demand services such as video streaming, online gaming, financial services, and emerging technologies
like 5G, IoT, and cloud computing.

The findings from this study underscore the importance of embracing Segment Routing as a disruptive force capable of
transforming IP/MPLS backbone networks. Its potential for reducing complexity, enhancing traffic management, and
offering low-latency solutions makes it a compelling choice for network operators looking to stay ahead in an
increasingly connected and data-driven world. The transition to SR may require upfront investment and strategic
planning, but the long-term benefits in terms of operational efficiency, network performance, and scalability make it a
necessary evolution in the networking landscape.

For network operators and service providers, the call to action is clear: the adoption of Segment Routing should be a
priority to meet the demands of the next-generation IP/MPLS backbones. By investing in SR technology, integrating it
with advanced network automation and Al-driven solutions, and addressing interoperability challenges, the future of
scalable, low-latency networks will be within reach. With these steps, Segment Routing will not only optimize network
performance but also pave the way for more agile, resilient, and sustainable networking infrastructures that can support
the growing demands of tomorrow's digital services.
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